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Directions: Using the resources provided, supported by logical reasoning, complete the Venn diagram with a minimum 
of three points in each of the larger circles, two in overlapping sections, and one in the center. Then answer the 
questions that follow.  



1. Considering your strengths, which section of the diagram represents the group of students you most 
effectively engage and challenge? What about your teaching philosophy and style resonates with these 
students? 

2. Which section of the diagram represents the group of students who pose the greatest challenge for you? 
Why? 

3. What are three specific actions you will take to better engage and challenge these students? 
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	Text1: - Asks questions and often elaborates- Is selectively engaged based on interest- Knows and understands without working hard
	Text2: - Knows answers through studying and works hard- Follows rules and procedures- Memorizes easily and comprehends content
	Text3: - Heightened emotional sensitivity-Often accept chaotic environments because they are not bothered by small details-Likes to work with other creative individuals or often prefers to work alone  
	Text4: - Likes to do things their own way- curious & natural problem - solvers
	Text5: - Needs repetition- Can be very disciplined in interests
	Text6: - Highly motivated- advanced vocabulary
	Text7: Likes to learn
	Text8: Kelly Wiggins
	Text9: I believe I am most effective at engaging the high achievers. Having taught mostly on-level and support courses before this program, my best students would often fall into this category. They were top of the class, but never beyond the class. They enjoyed coming to class because I set clear expectations, which they were always able to meet. Occasionally, I have a creative thinker in class who I would try to challenge with out of the box questions or I'd have these students try to find counter examples to their own questions. In Geometry, I can often ask my creative students to find more ways to solve the same problem. However, within the context of math, most of my challenges are not entirely open ended - there is still ONE correct answer. In all honestly, I believe my school places more focus on high achieving students, as opposed to creative thinkers and/or gifted learners. Both high achievers and gifted students take honors and/or AP courses, but there is not much distinction or differentiation stressed at this level. 
	Text10: Personally, I believe the gifted student is the most challenging student to teach. While I like to believe my lessons are creative and get students thinking, this student is one that keeps me on my toes. At times, they may feel confined by the structure of math. Often they want to know "why" they are learning something, and often the "why" is so much deeper than I can explain in a short time. I want to be able to answer their questions, while simultaneously keeping them curious. I am still learning how to differentiate at this level. Teaching an honors class this semester, I am already seeing some students who just "know" and understand concepts before I've taught the lesson, as opposed to my high achievers, who still need the repetition I am used to giving. I'm trying to figure out how to appropriately challenge both groups. 
	Text11: - Build in more guided discovery tasks. This will allow my gifted learners and creative thinkers a chance to be curious about the material, while also allowing for structure for my high achievers.- Cut some of the easy vocabulary that students already know. Maybe provide a vocab list and allow students to determine themselves which words they need to study. This will allow for more flexibility. -  Come up with at least one challenge question for each lesson. Let students submit their own questions anonymously at the end of lessons - give students a chance to answer peer questions before I jump in!


